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Tales of Things and electronic Memory (TOTeM)

40 month Digital Economy Research Councils UK

project that emerged from a ‘Sandpit’ event entitled:
Design in the Digital World.

30 researchers, 1 week, £5 million available,
Dragons Den Style live peer review.



Tales of Things and electronic Memory (TOTeM)

Funded 1.4 million

5 Partners - Led by Edinburgh College of Art, Brunel,
Dundee and Salford

UCL - Develops the Technology



The projectis located within the emerging technical
and cultural phenomenon known as

¢ J

The term, ‘Internet of Things’, refers to the

and that is anticipated as society moves
to a ubiquitous form of computing in which
, and every device Is In

some way to the



concept

capturing memories;
any object;
read/write to tags;

objects are geolocated.
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QuickTimeE and a
decompressor
are needed to see this picture.
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Qui ckTi meE and a
decompressor
are needed to see this picture.



objects in the




-~ world of things




QuickTi meE and a
decompressor
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Outreach:
Al zhel mers Groucg
Museums;
Heritage;

The O0OCrowdOo©.



@Future "
Everything

winner of the Lever Prize 2010 About Festival Labs Awards

FutureEverything 201 o World premieres of astonishing artworks, an explosive
city-wide music programme, and visionary thinkers

1 2-1 5 May’ MaHC'ESter from around the world across 4 festival strands - Art,

England Music, ldeas and Showcase.

In 2009, the audience for the festival was 75,000, and
the media footprint was 48.5 million (SKV).
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QuickTi meE and a
H.264 decompressor
are needed to see this picture.



Inordinate Fondness




Tales of Things is part of a research project
called TOTeM that will explore social
memory in the emerging culture of the
Internet of Things.

Researchers from across the UK have

provided this site as a platform for users to
add stories to their own treasured objects
and to connect to other people who share
similar experiences. This will enable future

LG T TS R LT T 3 generations to have a greater understanding
Mtn a'video nmw oran of the object’s past and offers a new way of
article of text describing its history or preserving social history.
Tales of Things allows
The app can be downloaded for free from
Jjust that with a quick and easy way to

the iTunes Store, you can tag anything and

link any media to any object via smaill everything and find out more at
printable tags known as QR codes. talesofthings.com

A collaboration between: Brunel University, Edinburgh College of Art, University College
London, University of Dundee, University of Salford.

Available on the
D App Store
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Tales of the City — Tagging Shoreditch and

Beyond

19 June - 4 July
Hosted by: tales of things

Via the project talesofthings.com we have been
capturing people's memories of objects and playing
them back via small readable and writeable QR
codes and RFID tags. Tales of the City extends the
concept into the urban realm with the architecture of
the city able to replay memories and its history.

The project will enable participants to add their own
tales to buildings and view stories that other people
have left. The project has been tagging architecture
since its launch in April 2010, most notably
Broadcasting House in Portland Place and a wall in
Chalk Farm which when scanned replays how the
wall used to look with a Banksy Stencil in place.
Tales of the City starts off with a pre-placed tag at
the historic heart of Shoreditch, 5t Leonard's
Church. From there you will be able to spot tags (QR
codes) on Shoreditch High Street which you can add
your own stories to, contributing to the growing
network of tagged architecture. This will enable
people to form a personalised tour of London's
contemporary history through architecture. Updates

on locations will be posted here and on our website
in the next few weeks.

What's an | My LFA | Community | Info | About

Location

5t Leonards Church, Shoreditch
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Related people

f Jane Macdonald

Y www.talesofthings.com [ Edinburgh College
B of Art

=+ | Andrew Hudson-Smith

CASA, The Bartlett, University College
London
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talesofthings.com

QRCode/ Art?



Edinburgh Film Festival QRCode Movie



Participation In Heritage
Hands on;
Learning Opportunities;

Any Size (50Ft Outside);






First Paper:

M/C Journal, Vol. 13, No. 1 (2010) - '‘cohesion’

Tagging is Connecting: Shared Object Memories as
Channels for Sociocultural Cohesion

Kerstin Leder, Angelina Karpovich, Maria Burke, Chris Speed, Andrew Hudson
Smith, Simone O'Callaghan, Morna Simpson, Ralph Barthel, Ben Blundell, Martin
De Jode, Clare Lee, Arthi Manohar, Duncan Shingleton, Jane Macdonald



http://journal.media-culture.org.au/index.php/mcjournal/article/viewArticle/209/0
http://journal.media-culture.org.au/index.php/mcjournal/article/viewArticle/209/0
http://journal.media-culture.org.au/index.php/mcjournal/article/viewArticle/209/0
http://journal.media-culture.org.au/index.php/mcjournal/article/viewArticle/209/0
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Supported by the EPSRC
Custom IPhone Apps
Geographic Tagging

Sustainable







