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Background

ÅDistributed Search Pilot Project ð
2001/2002
ïProof of concept

ÅDistributed Search Pilot Project V2 ð2006
ïAdditional nodes added, more remote nodes

ÅeMuseum Network ð2007
ïRe-branding, updated interface

ÅeMuseum Network version 2 ð2009
ïPlatform defined, extensive development 

begun

Å2010 ðdata interchange and first level of 
integration with TMS added



What is

eMuseum Network?

ÅA way to search across museum 

collections from a single access 

point

ÅA tool for the museum community 

to exchange data electronically

ÅNot just search, but a platform 

for collaborating



http://www.getty.edu/
http://www.dia.org/
http://www.ringling.org/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=100
http://www.museum-kunst-palast.de/doc1004A.html
http://www.honoluluacademy.org/
http://lsm.crt.state.la.us/index.htm


How does it work?

ÅEach participating museum is a ônodeõ

ÅOne central search point, like Google

ÅChoose which collections to search

ïKeyword & advanced search

ïRefine searches

ÅSee which nodes returned results

ÅView in list, light box, single item and 

XML

ÅExport functions: CDWA Lite & LIDO



Architecture

../../@Product Management/Distributed Search/DS Basic Topology.jpg


eMuseum Network

Lightbox view



eMuseum Network

Lightbox view

Josef Albers

Title contains 

òsquareó



eMuseum Network

Object view



eMuseum Network

ÅDemonstration



Data Interchange Schema
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Levels of Information

Å Objects (label copy)

Å Constituents (maker information)

Å Media (public images & other)

Å Bibliography

Å Exhibitions (past & current)

Å Exhibitions (planning, venues)

Å Loans

Å Insurance & indemnity

Å Media

Å Acquisitions

Å Exhibitions (future, conceptual)

Å Location & movement

Å Conservation

Å Insurance & valuation

Å Images, documents & other media



Information Flow

Between Museums

Loan documents 

sent
Loan transactions 

transmitted 

electronically

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/38/Knooppunt_klaverblad.png


Linked Data

ÅThe term Linked Data refers to a set of 

best practices for publishing and 

connecting structured data on the 

Web.

ÅKey technologies that support Linked 

Data are URIs, HTTP, and RDF.

Source: http ://linkeddata.org/faq



Linked Data

Source: http://linkeddata.org



Linked Data Connections
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AAT = Art & Architecture Thesaurus
TGN = Thesaurus of Geographic Name
ULAN = Union List of Artist Names


