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Collections?

The Natural History Museum contains vast-Collections inclu

70 million specimens

1 million library volumes

Half a million artworks

10, 000 archive items

Plus educational, electronic and exhibit resources



Definition

SirHans Sloane



Background

- The Collection Description Project was launched in 2001 as
Level Description Project within the Science Department

- AIm®
U To improve public access to the NHM Collections
U To act as a Collection inventory
U To assess conservation priorities

U To help develop the Collections



First stage in the Library

- The Library catalogued over 1,300 collections in the Library
system (mainly manuscript or drawing collections) in MARC

- Library of Congress subject headings added to records

- The MARC records were converted into EAD XML via a PE
Indexed using Swishe

- The files were then transformed into HTML via XSLT for vie
Museum JSP based Collections Navigator website
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recard 1 of 2 far search title "cassowary drawings™

Copy Informaton Catalogue Record I

Cassowary Drawing Collection of Walter Rothschild (1868-1937)
Fothschild, Lionel YWalter, 2nd Baron, 1868-1937

Creator:

Uniform title:

Collection item:
Title:

Other title:

Phy=sical descrip:
Medium:
Organization/arrang.:

Summary note:

Bicgraph./hist. note:

Foth=schild, Lionel Walkter, 2nd Baron, 1868-19357
Cassowary Draving Collection of Walter Rothschild (1865-1937)
[Roth=child's Cassowsary Collection Level Description Component Record]

11 weatercolours of cassowaries by Frohawk prepared for possible
publication in the Hon. Walter Roth=schild's Monograph of the genus
Casuarius 1897-1911

Cassowary drawwings
11 art orginals ;: col. ; 360 x 260 mm or smaller.
Wgtercolour on paper.

Taxonomic, item.

Thiz encoded finding aid describes a drawing collection. The drawings
were executed by F.W. Frohawk and were collected for possible
publication in Rothschild's monograph on the genus =Casuarius= published
inthe =Transactions of the Zoological Society of London = 1300, volume
15, pages 109-290, but only one was used. Allthe drawings depict side
wigws of cassowaries drawn from life at London Zoo and dated between
1897-1911.

Lionel Walter Rothachild, 2nd Baron Roth=schild of Tring (1865-1337),
DSz, PhD, FRS FLS , FZS % MH., MBOLU  was hbornin London.
He studied st the University of Bonn and st Magdalene College, Cambridge
and spent several years working at the family bank in London. Roth=schild
was Member of Parliament for &Aylesbury (1539-1910), a Justice of the
Peace and on the Jewish Board of Deputies. Rothschild started collecting
specimens at the age of seven and founded the Zoological Museum at
Tring, opening i to the public in 15892, He was the author of =Avifauna of
Laysans= [1593-1900) and <Extinct Birds= (1907, and author or joint
author of more than 1,700 papers in a scientific journals, notakly
=Moviciates Foological = Tring Museum's owen journal. Rothschild was the
Trustee of The Matural History Museum, Chairman of British Ornithologists'
Club (1913-1918), President of the British Ornithologists' Union (1923-
19287, and an official or Honorary Member of many other societies. At the
time of his deasth he was in the process of arranging the gift of his
Zoological Society and its remaining contents, including it= library of 30,000
volumes and egg collections to The Matural History Museum London. Warr,
Frances E. =manuscripts and Drawings in the Ornithology and Rothschild
Libraries of The Matural History Museum st Tring.= Tring, Herdfordshire:
Britizh Qrnithologists' Club in association with The Matural History Museum,
| ancddlon 199F




Library Collection record example

viewys of cassowearies drawn from life at London Zoo and dated hetween
18971911

Biograph.hist. note: LionelWalter Rothschild, 2nd Baron Rothschild of Tring (15865-1937),
DSz, PhD FRS,FLS F.2Z5, Y MH, MB.OU. was bornin London.
He studied at the University of Bonn and at Magdalene College, Cambridge
and spent several years working st the family bank in London. Rothschild
wwas Member of Parliamernt for Avleshury (139919100, 5 Justice of the
Peace and on the Jewish Board of Deputies. Rothschild started collecting
specimens at the age of seven and founded the Zoological Museum =t
Tring, opening it to the public in 1392, He was the author of <=Avifauna of
Laysan= (1893-19007 and <Extinct Birds= (1907, and author or joint
author of more than 1,700 papers in a scientific journals, notakbly
=Moviciates Zoological = Tring Museum's own journal. Rothschild was the
Trustes of The Matural History Museum, Chairman of British Ornithologists'
Cluk (1913-19158), President of the British Qrnithologists' Union (1923-
1928, and an official or Honorary Member of many other societies. At the
time of his desth he was in the process of arranging the gift of his
Zoological Society and its remaining contents, including it= library of 30,000
volumes and egg collections ta The Matural Histary Museumn Londaon. Warr,
Frances E. =Manuscripts and Drawings in the Crpithalogy and Rothschild
Libraries of The Matural History Museum at Tring.= Tring, Hertfordshire:
Britizh Ornithologists' Club in association with The Matural History Museum,
London, 1996,

Misc. local note: femid 366373-1001

Related material: Drawing Collection of Frederick William Frohawk (1861 -1345) in
Ertomaology

LCSH subject: Cassowaries
LCSH subject: MNatural history illustration
Local subject: Casuaridae - Casuarius
Genre/Form: YWatercolor painting
Local - person: Frohawk, Frederick William, 1561-1946
Taxonomic name: =Casuarius=

Location: The Matural History Museum (London) South Kensington site Cromuwell
Road, London, UK, SWF SBD

Acquisitions note: Hon. Miriam Rothschild, Donation; hbay 2003,

Holdings
Call numbers for: ZOOLOGY

Copy Material Location
Shelf 2 1 Wisual material Ok SHELWES
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Science Department

- Science Department is divided mto these areas :
U Botany
U Entomology
u LIS
U Mineralogy
U Palaeontology
U Zoology

- Apart from the Library these departments held details of the
many different types of databases



Science Departments

- The information on the different Collections were held in a v
such as excel spreadsheets, access databases, word files c
aids

- The variety of formats meant it was extremely difficult to ex
relevant information into the Collections Navigator website

- Therefore a change of direction was necessary and in 2004
was born!



MOA Project

The 3 year MOA project?2s ali
records into a single database

- KEEMu was the chosen software for this database
- This is an elmertted database used successfully in other mu
- Compatible with Spectrum

- http://www/kesoftware.com


http://www/kesoftware.com

KE=EMu

http: fiww kesoftware, comyindex:, phproption=com_content&task=viewid=198Itemid=51
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- KE EMu
o

o ©
Fpwat

KE Home About KE Software Cur Products Client Downloads

Ehdu Home: You are here: KEHome » About EMu » Overvissw of EMu

e

o
= Manage your collection KE EMu
= Documert your ohijects Overview

= Entich with Muttitmediz ’ . :
KE Software's Electronic Museum management system, EMu, ig a callections management

_ systemn for all museumns, from the small to the very large. Engineered to manage all types of
= Publish your knowledge collections, EMu is suited to:
= Global museum community

= Derive newy knowledge

= Cultural collections, Anthropalogy, Archaeology, Science and Technology.
- connecttothievorid = Paintings, Drawings, Prints, Sculpture and 3-dimensional ohjects, Decorative A,
Ferfarming Art, Photography, Textiles and Digital Objects.

= Uzer Interface

= Customizing EMU = Matural History collections, including Zoology, Earth Sciences, Palasohiology, Botany,
= Other Festures Haorticulture and Physical Anthropology.
= And i Wiorks = Special collections, Digital Azsets, Histarical Societies and Archives.

= More Information
Manage Your Collections

= Client List

= Memberships Collection management processes handled by EMu include accessioning and

= Mews & Everts deaccessioning, condition checking and conservation, incoming and outgoing loans, external
o Calendar movements (shipments), events (exhibitions), location tracking and internal movements,

G valuations, ingurance and indemnity. To assist museums to maintain strong collection management policies the
...... R implementation of these processes in EMu is compliant with the popular MDA SPECTRUM I standard for museum
Cownload Releazes documentation.

= read on...

Document Your Objects
Case
Studies Etdu has been designed to manage multiple disciplines within the one collection and can
readily support the broad range of disciplines - from art to zoology — that is characteristic of

Many museums.

The uszer interface - the fields that display - is tailored to the particular requirements of a
discipline so that users working in one area will have a different interface to those working in
another. With all data collected in the one Catalogue however, the entire collection is easily

= EMu Calendar 2010
T







