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Introduction

­Museum Collections

­Library Collection Description Project ®first stage

­Science Departments ®various databases

­Science Departments -MOA project ®KE-EMu

­Library Collection Description Project ®second stage

­Where we are now

­The future!



Collections?

­The Natural History Museum contains vast Collections including:-

­70 million specimens

­1 million library volumes

­ Half a million artworks

­10, 000 archive items

­ Plus educational, electronic and exhibit resources 



Definition

A collection is any group of things with something in common



Background

­The Collection Description Project was launched in 2001 as the Collection 
Level Description Project within the Science Department

­ Aims ®

üTo improve public access to the NHM Collections

üTo act as a Collection inventory

üTo assess conservation priorities

üTo help develop the Collections



First stage in the Library

­The Library catalogued over 1,300 collections in the Library management 
system (mainly manuscript or drawing collections) in MARC format

­Library of Congress subject headings added to records

­The MARC records were converted into EAD XML via a PERL Script, and
indexed using Swishe

­The files were then transformed into HTML via XSLT for viewing in the 
Museum JSP based Collections Navigator website



Library Collection record example



Library Collection record example



Science Department

­Science Department is divided into these areas :-
üBotany
üEntomology
üLIS
üMineralogy
üPalaeontology
üZoology

­Apart from the Library these departments held details of their collections on 
many different types of databases



Science Departments

­The information on the different Collections were held in a variety of formats 
such as excel spreadsheets, access databases, word files or paper based finding 
aids

­The variety of formats meant it was extremely difficult to export all the 
relevant information into the Collections Navigator website

­Therefore a change of direction was necessary and in 2004 a new pilot project 
was born!



MOA Project

­The 3 year MOA projectªs aim was to draw together all existing Collection 
records into a single database

­KE-EMu was the chosen software for this database

­This is an object-oriented database used successfully in other museums

­Compatible with Spectrum

­http://www/kesoftware.com

http://www/kesoftware.com


KE-EMu



KE-EMu


